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GhostStories

McKinney apparitions
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provide spooky
experiences
year round

By Tonya Knott

emembe sitting arourd the
campfie telling ghog sto
ries a Halloweer? Or closirg
your eyes during a junior high seane
hopirng to conjuie up agoa scay appari
tion? Then it may come as a spooly sur
prise to know tha McKinney, ore of the
fastes$ growing cities in the U.S, isal® a
ghog town
Thele are numero reportel sightings
ard eere occurrencein historc downtown
McKinney. "Theres alot of ghog activity
in McKinney;'" sad Shanna Cole owneg
of Happy Trails Carriag Service which
offers a hauntel touwr o downtown
McKinney. "Orbs (spirit9 are everywhee
lately becaus o the construction They
dont like construction.
In addition to beirg attractel to ther
homes ard places of business Shanno

says mary McKinney ghoss are
attachd to particula items sud as fur-
niture or dishes "A lot of ghoss are con
necta with objects ard ther are alot of
antiques in this town."

While giving historic tours of
McKinney, Shanno bega to hea ghog
tales from downtown McKinney resideng
ard stoe owners ard this promptel he
to offer the ghodg tour. "l startel hearirgy
abou ghoss in houses ard buildings ard
it intrigued me!' It didnt take mucd to
convine he tha the ghod stories of
McKinney needd to be told. "lI've always
bee interestd in the paranormhsinee |
was a child becaus | hawe always been
able to see things"

Her ability to see ard attrad¢ ghoss
isgod for he business"The ghoss love
to harg arourd my horsesard me When



Opposite,ShannonCole'smatchedpair of
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YOU bethejudge! Top,theAlice in Wonderlandfigurines atAlice's TeaShopin McKinney

seemo moveon their own. Below, "orbs" -
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at Alice's andappeartofollow thefour-horsehitch asHappy Trails Carriagescircle the

downtownsquare.

you are sensitie to this, they seen to
shav up a bit more | think they come
arourd me becaus | cen se ard fed
them! She has numeros phots con
taining orbs tha were snappd by vari-
ous peopk who hawe taken her tour.

During the half-hou carriag ride
tha includes pars of the squae in down
town McKinney ard winds throudh apic-
turesge rouke alorg strees in a nearly
historic neighborhood riders listen to
spooky must as Shanno share ghos
tales activities ard sightings

While riding along ste mentiors her
firsthard encountes with a ghog a a
downtown McKinney eatery Ste ard
severd patrors witnessed a char fly
through the air ard cras into the juke-
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box acros the room Othe repors
include slammirg dooss ard wrappd sil-
verwae beirg mysterioust unwrappe
during the night

Shanna felt the presene o a ghos
in a popula restaurah downtown ard
she askedthe manage abod it. He con
firmed thete is aghog in the building He
often heas runnirg footsteg when hes
working in the building after hours yet
the securiy alam is neve triggered

Many peopk hawe alo sea a lady
in white floating in the secoul floor win-
dow on the Kentucky Stree¢ sice o the
old courthouse Shannonwho has se&é
her twice, informs carriag riders tha the
woman wert throudh abitter divoree ard
hung hersdl in distress

www.mckinneyliving.com

The old couny prison whete the lagt
official hangig in Texa took place is
anothe locatin for ghog hunting
"When | stad a the locatilm of the
hanging | fed like someom is standiry
on my head It's a red heay energy,
Shanno says Reportedly a femak
ghog hauns hea previos cel in the
building. In anothe popula building,
which a ore time was a salom frequert
ed by infamots outlaws Jess ard Frark
James thee is ghog activity reportedy
from a man Frark killed there

Many residers in McKinneys his-
toric distrid are suie they live in hauntel
houses In ore hone alorg Shannors
carriagg route a ghos leaves shiry
dimes dating bak to the eary 190G
throughou the house It was a tradition
during the time in which the origind
owng lived to tip with shiny dimes
Once ste left $1.8 in dimes The chil-
dren in the honme swea they'\e sea he
sitting on top of ther television

Anothe hou® is haunte by a pre
vious owne who loves to play with the
telephore ard male it ring & 1 a.m, ard
male dogs bak when he strolls throuch
the roomns upstairs As the carriage winds
throuch the neighborhood Shannao
mentiors a horre tha was previousy a
brothel Thee haw been repors o
women laughirg and the sound of
women walking in high heels In a horre
that was one a funera parlor, the owne
often smelk fresh ciga smole in the par
lor. Ridess will al® see a home whele the
owners daughte was se@ playing with
the ghos o a yourg girl who died o
scarlé feve in the 1800s

Ore residem purchasd a hone tha
was owned by a prohibitionis ard mug
abick by the ghosts drinking rules "She
can drink on the porch If she brings
liquor in the house the ghosg breals
things makes noises ard opers ard
closes windows She ard the ghog hawe
an understandig tha she can only drink
on the porch! sad Shannon

Alice's Tea Shope offers tea ard
mystery particulary to those who
believe in ghosts The shop which
openel lag November has had so mary
unusud ard unexplainal# occurrence
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that the owne called a ghog hunting
television shaw to shae he tales Cyndy
Long says the activity startel a coupke of
montts afte she opene when the Alice
in Wonderlan figurines she has dis
played alorg the windowsil nea the
front doa bega moving "In January
we startel seeiry things moving around
We would cone in ard the figurines
would belined up," Cyndy recalls "At
first, wethougt it was one of the work-
ers | would stagge them ard they would
sty like tha for awhile ardthen all of
a sudden the nex mornirg they would
be straigh in arow again®

Sinee the opening cliens ard
employes hawe sea ard head weird
things "We hawe alot of peopk sa they
hawe see dark shadow figures | saw
sudh a figure go by (headd towad the
doon and | wert out to say goodbye The
bel on the doa rang but thee was
nobod there" Thee haw alo beea
cabing doors openirg ard closirg on
ther own, mysterios whistling, ard a
can opene moving acros the counte
top befoe somersaultig onto the floor.

A custome from Friso surprisel
Cyndy when shebegan discussig para
normd activity in the shop The woman
askel he if she had experienced ary
strang activity, ard wonderel how she
liked sharirg he tea shop "l avoidel the
questios to see wha she would say
next She sad she sensd three entities -
awoman ard aman and she was uncer
tain abou the sexdf the other Shesad
they were al positive enery ard they
really like it here'

Ore sud "positive energy gues
appeard when orne o Cyndys employ
ees was cleanirg the shg alore after
dark He sawv a gray-hairel woman
wearirg a flora skit and a gray blous
sitting at a tablke looking out the front
window. He looked away ard when he
looked badk she was gone The char was
still facing the window. The dooris were
locked ard there was no ore in sight He
looked outsice ard searchd the shop
but he sav no one "We think it was
sone kind of apparition It was really
clear He though it was a customet.
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The sane woman or ghos mack
anothe appearanceone agan sitting in
the dining area with the char facing the
window. An employe spott@ he as ste
passd by togred othe customes who
were havirg breakfas in the othe dining
room When ste wert bad to gred her,
she had vanishel into thin air. "I sav her
plain asday. She wassitting right theie
looking out the window," shesaid

Cyndy bega investigatig the ghog
mystey ard fourd out from the previols
building owne tha he had nat experi
encel ary strang@ activity. However
during her ques to solve the mystery
severd peopk told her tha he antiqle
dining chais ard tables may be attract
ing the spirits "They sai tha when you
bring old piecss like antigte furniture into
a new location you may al bring spir
its with them as well."

She alo want to know the identity
of the ghost Severa peopé describd a
woman who had onc lived in the build-
ing, which dates bad to the early 1900s
Ther descriptios matd the descriptio
of the woman he employes hawe seen
"They describd how this woman looked
in he old age ard shelookdl like the
woman we've seen They told me she
was vely eclectt and would hawe loved
wha we've dore to this place’

Ore night, theghog left asurprise
"This blue depressin glas plae
appeard from nowhere No ore had se@
the plae before: While preparig the
restauranfor breakfas diners ore of the
staf membes discoverd the plak in the
kitchen ard they all wonderel who it
belongel to ard wher it came from.
Before closing the plae was left on one
of the tables in the dining area The nex
morning it was on the othe side of the
table

After all the® unexplainal® activi-
ties Cyndy still wans the mystey
solved "Do we really hawe ghoss in the
sh@ or isit just our imaginations? Now
tha isthe age old question.. <

About the author: Tonya
Knott isa frequent contributor
to McKinney Living
Magazine.
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